220                            GORING

thereupon he struck out the name of the man on his
list.   It was a long list.

Two names stood at the top :   Schleicher's and
Gregor Strasser's.

General Schleicher, who only a few months before
had  been  His  Excellency  and  Chancellor  of the
German Reich, was Hitler's predecessor.  He had been
hated by Goring for a long time past; he had to be
the first to disappear of all.    He had to meet his
punishment for having become reconciled again with
Hindenburg.   No German general had ever died in
such a way as happened to him.    Goring has the
doubtful honour of being the first in German history
to use his dictator's position of power against a general
and Reich Chancellor.   He meant to show the Reichs-
wehr at the same time that he was not afraid of it.
They must know there by what methods he was ready
to work if they did not acknowledge him.

A German Stahlhelm leader, who was well in with
Hindenburg circles, has in a memorial notice described
Schleicher's death.

' Schleicher was living quite in retirement and had
just been on a four weeks' journey to the Rhine and
southern Germany. Then on the morning of 30 June
a car drives up with six men wearing civilian clothes.
There is a ring at the garden gate ; the maid opens it.
Then they ring the front-door bell and ask a maid
that opens it: " Is the General at home ? " The girl
opens the door of the study to look; she is pushed
into the room by the six strong men forcing their way
in, who all are holding cocked revolvers in their raised
right hands, and so is made the unwilling witness of
the dreadful deed. Schleicher is sitting at his writing-